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Determinants Of Social Capital And Differential Success: Building A Better Life

- The day our building was bombed the
— , - instinct to survive kicked in.
Duri recovery. | was aware that there My mother decided we'dshad enoua‘

__We were missing our dad,
T ; of our ho '.__;. C -.' [
otier tragedy.

hot walk, ‘were protests occurring and | heard about
L g damaged and fighting in the streets in cities nearby.
velling'behind a truck when it *; 5,14 not eat. My life as | knew it | thought._this was temporary. When bombs
fits load and steel rods came had ended. It took three months started going off in our neighbourhood we .-
flying through my car window of treatment in hospital and three ; often ran to the basement for safety. I felt
-en-.ter'l;l;g my stomach. months rehabilitation at home to ' I was in a bad dream.;fggmxwhich_ I would
e Lt e recover. My family sustained me soon wake up.
howican'| survive this™? throu he's'e Sryiing tenes
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~ Werantoa safe p fled
» by taxi, with only the clothes
. onour backs, to Lebanon.
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| went to register for
my ID, healthcare card
and registered for school.
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| looked out the window
on myhﬂrst day in Canz;da- ) o N
at the winter scene. o . A — TR B N

' ] i ' When we entered Canada, we | prayed for a miracle and
gsotni?ftrﬁg :;: f,lt"l,dl ?:IFt From the airport we went to a got the red carpet treatment. ~on Christmas Eve we got the. a i
nervous. | was thinking party with our faith community. | truly felt human again. ‘ good news that we could Hside, ViertmiscrabIe. ¥ iddoTind X A NS O S RSSO . /o e o et o e el

about what to do next. |t was New Year's Eve. | felt like People were smiling at us - come to Canada. The only _something to do to survive. | started We were taken to a refugee camp in had trouble, We had fled without

I had lots of energy and MY old self again. I felt like my police officers were joking ~ sad part was one of my teaching children and youth. Thisgave ~ south Lebanon. We were assigneda our icentification. My mom had

wanted o begin my new _life had been put on pause for a with us, and treating us with brothers would not be me a purpose in ever;ﬂda.y.- | found ~ tent which our family used for sleeping - some papers in her purse and we

|ifeg TS while and had just restarted. respect. We felt welcomed. travelling with us. happiness in the children's faces. and eating. It contained our belongings. were finally allowed into the country.
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Learning to take the bus and I met a good friend at an agency. I took lots of courses chancglio_beﬂ#mea wy : ' " , ' ' a better life. | feel settle%:“*—- =z |
get around the city was stressful. She helped me get to know related to human services. Canadian citizen. | also "ﬁn got a part-time job v M R, SR R - | have meani rk
However, | knew it was essential the city. Bus tickets provided | found | had a lot of enjoy celebrating the 3 -“wgfkm pw'ith sen#ors ] ] b eliyoymy work, my . Recentlymy brotherwas | have some plans for
to my success. | started working by the agency allowed me to experience to share and culture | came fromand .0 él‘rge newcomers - A4 @/ amily, angany .. S \ ' abletojoin us in Canada” « further study. I no longer
at a bakery three hours a day as do some exploring and get to | learned a lot as well. sharing it with Canadians. to the cit .. e P relationships with new ' . and we are now reunited ' ./ " “have nightmares,
well as attending English work and school. My sister and | danced m y q il gl I f’*_‘nﬁand colleagues as a family L "~ I have dream§!
language classes. at Heritage Days. g _!.! Ll J,- N Ve
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